
$10,000 Worth of New Dry Goods

Left,

Another Great Reduction in
Prices.. .

A good assortment still of Dregs Goods

Shawls. Flannels, Jeans, Cassimeres.

Yarns, Blankets, Tabic Linens, Towrl- -
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out Designing to devote our entire

attention to our large and growing Boot

and Shoe Trade, Merchants and every-

body having to purchase Goods will be

profited by calling soon at

HUME & HALL'S.
P. S. Manufacturers agency of the

Best and Cheapest Warranted Staple and

Fine Boots and Shoes, mens' Waterproof
Boots, Best Candee Gum Boots and all

H. & H.

indfog Hefttrsomntt.
FIndlay, Ohio, Dec. 8. 1879

A. H. B1LSLET, Editor and Proprietor.

Thk Democracy still sigh, for that
one electoral rote, but are constantly
reminded that it is still a 0.

Thb Democratic talk about im-

peaching the President and his advis-

ers, is only another evidence of their
desperation.

Ah "boneit count" gives the Repub-
licans twelve majority in the New York
Legislature. An honest count would

have given the State to Hayes.

A Retckxixg Board is badly needed

in Cincinnati, where the frauds at the
late election are assuming ugly and ex

tensive proportions.

Thk story of tbe wrongs done to
Mrs. Pinkston, detailed in this paper,
give the reader a glimpse of tbe real
ehaiacter of tbe Southern chivalry. .

"R. B. Bates.", says the Baltimore
News, "stands for Returning Board
Hayes." Ah, sinartyl Then S. J.
Tilden stand for Shot Jun Tilden.
Judgment! Burlington Hawkeyt.

Thb public debt statement for Nov.
shows a decrease of $457,662 during
the month or a total decrease on the
debt account since June 30th 1876 of
110,105,245. Tbe debt at present is
$2,089,336,099.

la thb "bull-dozed- " precincts of
Louisiana, this year there was a regis-

try of 17,726 Republican voters, but in
all those districts only 5,758 Republi-
can votes were permitted to be polled.
"Lets have an honest count."

The pertinacity of the New York
World in sticking to the story that
Hayes will withdraw from the Presi
dential contest is only surpassed by
tbe Governor's holding on to the belief
that be has that extra electoral vote.

Chaplais Harper, who started tbe
story about Gov. Hayes having receiv
ed $400 of the spy who was shot at
Monocaey, has been sued by the moth-
er of the spy to recover the $400 and
two watches. The chaplain is caught
in his own net

Is North Cabolisa the Republican
vote was 10,009 larger than ever be
fore, yet the Democracy having con
trol of most of the counties have tried
Tweed and Tilden tactics,'" and by an
'honest count" of fraadlent votes have

succeeded In carrying .the State.

Is speaking of President Grant, the
. Cincinnati Enquirer ekjs : 'The man
with a shot gun may conclude- - to take
care of him!" 'It thus enjoys thein-famon- s

notoriety of Being the .lilden
organ that instigagates the. assassina
tion of Grant preparatory to making
Mr. Tilden President.

Is alluding to tbe Situation in Loui
oiana. Gov. Garfield said a few days
ago: "I never did believe in the
North half that was told me about tbe
condition cf Republicans iu the South,
because I did not think you eonld live
in an actual hell, until I came here and
saw it with my own eyes."

Col. McKexsik, of the 4th Cavalry
had a fight with the Chyennes on tbe
25th ult, completely surprising them
in their camp near the Big Horn. Tbe
fight continued all day, and the entire
camp was captured, consistening of 173
lodges, Five hundred ponies were
captured. Our loss was six killed and
twenty-fiv- wounded. Twenty-fiv- e

dead Indians were found.

Thb situation in South Carolina, is

war like. The Democracy, not accept
ing the action of the Returning Board
in refusing certificates to claimants
freni Edgefield and Laurens counties,
went off to a hall and organized, elect-
ing their officers. The Republican
members met in the State House and
organized. At that time there was
a guard at the door to refuse admit-
tance to claimants who did not hold
certificates of elections, but the guard
having been withdrawn, the Democrats
with the members from tbe debarred
counties mar:hed in and took posses-
sion, at this writing there are two or-
ganized bodies, ia the same room in
the State House. Later returns as-

sure os that the Governor proposed
using the constabulary of the State to
remove those members who did not
hold regular certificates. Thereupon all
the Democrats removed to another
halt,

Free of Charge. Your Druggist will
refund your money if Dr Bull's Cough
Syrup does not give you satisiation and
cure your cough.

i

uThe lime may come when the colored f reedman, by his ballot, shall restore the jewel of Lib
erty to the Diadem of the Republic." A. LIACOLJY.

Hayes and Wheeler having received 185 Electoral votes, will be inaugurated.
RESULT IN FLORIDA.

The Returning Board of Florida
completed the canvass of the election
returns, which, on their face show, as
follows:
Haves Electors 24328 24328 24324 28323
Ti fden Electors 24282 242S3 242S4 24285

Maj. Hayes Electors 46 45 40 S3

This was the showing upon the face
of the returns without considering the
result in any of the contested parishes.
Dade county, which has never polled
to exceed fifty votes and in which
there can be only a small majority
either way, could not affect the result.
Florida will be counted for Hayes.
Dade county has since reported 5 ma
jority for Hayes.

The way the Democracy make ma
jorities is shown iu tbe following dis
patch from New Orleans. It will do
to "blow" on, but not to bet on :

"In twenty uncontested parishes the
votes stand: Tilden, 19,981; Hayes,
27,008. In the contested parishes tbe
vote stands: Tilden, oU.llz; llaves,
28,516; Orleans.Tilden, 23,838; Hayes,
14,871. Total. Tilden, 53,950; Hayes,
43,387. Seven parishes not yet made
public will not materially change the
figures; five of them are Democratic
and two Republican. Tilden is at
least 10,000 ahead on the lace of tbe
returns. Everything included, he is
not far Irom 12,000 ahead, as the Dem-
ocrats figure it to night.

Before betting any on those figures,
it would be well to tabulate them and
see where the 10,000 to 12,000 Demo-

cratic majority comes in :

Hates Tilden
Twenty Parishes 27,008 19,981
Contested Parishes 28,516 . 30,112
Orleans 14,871 23,838

70,395 73,931
70,393

3.53C

Giviog the Democracy. then, all they
claim, their majority would only be as
shown, but tbe contested cases decided
when that telegram was sent bad about
wiped out any pretense of a Democrat-
ic mrjority, and the mass of testimony
as to intimidation, outrage and mur-

der revealed by the evidence of Eliza
Pinkston, published elsewhere in this
paper, and others, would by the Loui
siana laws enclude other returns.
Louisiana's fair vote is largely for
Hayes, and even the Democrats of
"national reputation" down there
admit the fact.

ORGANIZANTION OF THE HOUSE.
Congress met on Monday, and the

House organized by electing Samuel
Randall, Speaker. Previous to the
election of Speaker, Geu. Banks pre
sented the credentials of tha newly
elected member from Colorado, when

tbe Democ-.at- s struck down the high-

est privilege of all the members elect.
where seats are uncontested, and who

have the regular certificate ot the Gov-

ernor of a State, namely the right to
participate in the organization of the
House. It was supposed at first to
have in view the probable close divi-

sion of parties at the opening of the
next Hons. Not only were-- the Re-

publicans deceived as to the real pur-
pose, but even Mr. Morrison, the lead-

er of tbe Democratic side, went over
to Republicans while the debate was
in progress, and assured them that
there was no.purpose to shut out the
Colorado-member- , and that after the
election-o- f Speaker there would be no
objection to rtcebrhig him. . Mr. Hol-inan,ro-

in course of bis remarks,
said there would be no oppositson to
his credentials at the proper time, and
upon these assurances the Republicans
ceased their opposition, and the elec-

tion of Rancall took place. . As soon
as this was accomplished, Hewitt de-

veloped the plan lor refusing to recog-

nize Colorado as a State.' Morrison
and some others, who bad been de
ceived, and bad given the Republicans
privately to understand that the cre-

dentials would not be objected to,
were deeply chagrined, and did not
hesitate to privately curse Hewitt and
his trick. In spite of the fact that
the Senate bad received both Colorado
Senators, without an objection from
any on the Democratic side, Mr.
Springer, of Illinois, was put forward
to do Tilden's work, and offered a
resolution, which was understood at
once to be a declaration that the House
did not recognize Colorado as a
State, and that the Democrats intended
if .oteible, to prevent the receiving of
its electorial votes. Hewitt's resolu-

tion for a committee to find pretexts
for the House to carry out tbe Tilden
programme, by objecting to the Elec-

toral votes of States, was passed by
trampling on tbe rules.

Of course this fraud is only to make
a pretext for a dispute of the electoral
vote of Colerado. It is too thin, but
it shows tbe unserupulousness of the
Democratic party in tbe House. Tbe
conspiracy could not bring all the
Democrats op to tbe scratch, fifteen of

them opposing, but they carried their
point.

The House joined the Senate in pro-

viding for tbe admission of Colorado as

a State. . She bas complied with all the
requirements, and bas been declared a
State by the President's proclamation,
in accordance with the act of Congress.
Her electoral vote will be opened and
counted by tbe President of the Sen-

ate. This pretext in the Hoose shows
their desperate plotting, bat it will not
prevent tbe reception of tne electoral
vote of Colerado.

President's Message.

To tbe House of Representatives:
In submititig my eighth and last an

nual message to Congress, it seems
proper that I should refer to, and in
some degree recapitulate, the events
and official acts of the past eight years.

It was my fortune, or misfortune, to
i be called to tbe

OFFICE OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
without any previous political train-
ing. From tbe age of 17 I had never
even witnessed the excitement attend-
ing a Presidential campaign but twice,
anteceedent to my own candidacy, and
at but one of them was I eligible as a
voter. Under such circumstance,
it is but reasonable to suppose that
errors of judgment must have oecur- -

ed. Even bad tuere not, diiter-ence- s

of opinion between the Execu-
tive, bound by an oath to the strict
performance of his duty, and writers
and debater must of have arisen. It
is not necessarily a blunder on tbe part
of the Executive, because there are
these differences of views. Mistakes
have been made, as all can see, and as
I admit; but it seems to me of tener in
selections of assistants appointed to
aid in carrying out the various duties
of administering the Government, se-

lections in nearly every case made
without a personal acquaintance with
tbe appointee, but upon recomeuda-tion- s

of the Republicans chosen
DIRECTLY BY THE PEOPLE.

It is impossible where so many trusts
are to be allotted that the right par-
ties should be chosen iu every instance.
History shows that no Administration
from the time of Washington to ths
present has been free from these mis
takes, but 1 leave comparison!) to his
tory, claiming only that I have acted
in every instance from a conscientious
desire to do what was right, constitu-
tional, withia the laws and for the best
interests of tbe whole people. Failures
have been errors of judgment, not of
intent.

My civil career commenced at a most
critical time. Lees than four years be-
fore the country had emerged from
a conflict such as no other nation had
ever survived ; nearly one half of tbe
States bad revolted against the Gov
eminent, and of those remaining
faithful to the Union, a large precent
age of the population
SYMPATHIZED WITH THB REBELLION,
and made an enemy in the rear j1
most as dangerous as the more honor
ble enemy in the front. The latter
committed errors of judgement, but
they maintained them opeuly and cour-
ageously; the former, received the pro-
tection of the Government they would
see destroyed, and reaped all the pe
cuniary advantage to be gained out of
the then existing state of affairs; many
of them by obtaining contracts '.nd by
swindling the government in t!.e deliv-
ery of their goods immediately on the
cessation of hostilities, lbe tueu

XOBLK PKESIDKXT
who bad carried the country so lar
through its perils, fell a martyr to his
patriotism at uie bandj of au assassin,
The intervening time to my first inaug-
uration was filled up with wrangling
between Congress and the new execu
tive as to the best mode of reconstruc
tion, or, to speak plainly, as to wheth-
er the

CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT
should be thrown immediately into the
bands of those who had so recently
and persistently tried to destroy it, or
whether the victors should continue to
have an equal voice with them in this
control. Reconstruction, as finally
agreed upon, means this and only this,
except that the late slave was enfran
chised, giving an increase, as was sup
posed, to tbe Union loving and Union
supporting votes. If free in the full
sense of the word they would not dis-

appoint this expectation; hence at the
beginning of my first administration,
the work of
RECONSTRUCTION MUCH EMBARRASSED

by the long delay, and virtually com
nienc e It was the work of the legisla-
tive branch of the government. My
province was wholly in approving their
acts, which I did most heartily, urging
the Legislatures of the State:! that
had not yet done so to ratify the fif
teenth amendment to the constitution.

The country was laboring under an
enormous debt, contracted in the sup-
pression of the rebellion, and taxation
was to oppressive as to discourage pro-
duction. Another danger also threat
ened os- -

THE FOREIGN WAR.

The last difficulty had to be adjusted,
and was adjusted without war, and in
a manner highly honorable to all par
ties concerned, taxation has been re-
duced within the last seveu years near
ly three hundred millions of dollars,
and tbe National debt has been reduc-
ed in the same time over lour hundred
and thirty-fir- e millions of dollars, by
refunding the six per cent, bonded
debt for bonds bearing five and four
aud one-hal- f per cent, interest re?pec
tively. The annual interest bas been
reduced from over one hundred and
thirty millions of dollars, iu 1S69, to
but little over one hundred millions of
dollars in 1876.

THE BALANCE OF TRADE
Has been changed from over one hun
dred and thirty millions against the
United States in 1S69 to more than one
hundred and twenty millions of dol-

lars in our favor iu 1876. It is confi
dently believed that tbe balance of
trade in favor of tbe United states will
increase, not diminish, and that the
pledge of Congress to resume specie
payment in 1879 will be easily accom-
plished.

INDIAN POLICY.
Even in the absence of much desir-

ed further legislation on the subject, a
policy has been adopted towards In-
dian tribes inhabiting a large portion
of the territory of the United States,
which has been humane, has substan-
tially ended Indian hostilities in the
whole land, except in a portion of Ne
braska and Dakota, Wyoming and
Montana Territories, the Black Jlills
region and approaches thereto. Hoe
tilities there have grown out of the
avarice of the white man. who bas
violated our treaty stipulations in bis
search for gold. The question might
be asked why tbe Government has not
enforced obedience to the terms of the
treaty prohibiting the occupation of
tbe Black Hills region by whites. Tbe
answer is simple; tbe first emigrants (
to tbe Black Hills were removed by I

troops, but rumoi s of fresh discover-
ies of gold took into that region in
creased numbers. Gold has actually
been found in paying quantity, and an
effort to remove miners would only
result in tbe desertion of the bulk of
troops hat might be sent there to re
move them. All difficulty, bowever,
in this matter has been removed, sul
ject to the approval of Congress by a
treaty ceding the Black llilis and ap-

proaches to settlement by citizens. The
subject of the Indian policy and treat
uient is so fully set forth by th6 Secre-
tary of the Interior, the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, and my views so ful
ly expressed therein, that I refer to
these reports and recommendations as
my own. The relations of the United
States with foreign powers continue on
a friendly footing. Questions have
arisen from time to time in the foreign
relations of the Government, but the
United States have been happily free
during the past year from tbe compli-
cations and embarrassments which
have surrounded some of the foreign
powers. The diplomatic correspond
ence submitted herewith contains in-

formation as to certain of the matters
which have occupied the Government
and the cordiality which attends our
relations with the powers of tbe eartb
has been plainly shown.

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.
By the general participation of for

eign nations in the exhibition which
bas just closed, and by exertions made
by distant powers to show their inter-
est in and friendly feelings toward the
United States, in commemoration of
the Centennial of the Is at ion. 'Ihe Gov-
ernment aud people of the United
States have not only fully appreciated
this exhibition of kindly feeling, but it
may be justly and fairly expected that
no small benefits will result both to
ourselves aud other Nations from a
better acquaintance and a better ap
preciation of our mutual advantages
and mutual wants.

THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE.
Congress at the last session saw fit to

reduce the amount usually appropri
ated for foreign intercourse by with-
holding appropriations for representa-
tives of the United States iu certain
foreign countries and for certain con
sular officers, and by reducing the
amounts usually appropriated for cer-
tain other diplomatic posts, and thus
necessitating a change in the grade of
representation. For these reasons, im-

mediately upon the passage of the bill
making appropriations for diplomatic
and consular service for the present
force, instructions were issued to the
Representatives of the United States at
Bolivia. Ecuador and Columbia, and
to the Consular officers, for whom no
appropriation had been made, to close
their respective legations and consu
lates, and cease from the performance
of their duties. In like manner, steps
were immediately taken to substitute
Charges d'Affairs for Ministers resident
in Portugal, Denmark, Greece, Switz
erland and Paraguay. While thorough-
ly impressed with the wisdom of sound
economy in the foreign service, as in
other branches of the Government, I
cannot escape the conclusion that in
some instauces the withholding of
appropriations will prove an expensive
economy, and tbat tbe small retrench
ment secured by a change of grade in
certaiu diplomatic posts is not an ade
quate consideration for tbe loss of
influence and importance, which will
attend our foreign representatives un
der tbe reduction. I am of the opinion
tbat a of the subject
will cause a cl ange, in some mstasces,
in the conclusions reached on these
subjects at tbe last session of Congress.

THE ALABAMA CLAIMS.
Tbe Court of Commissioners of the

Alabama Claims, whose functions were
continued by an act of last sesesion of
Congress, until the first day of Janu
ary, 1877, has carried on its labors
with diligence and general satisfaction.
By a report from the clerk of the
Court, transmitted herewith, bearing
date November 14th, 15 G, it appears
that during the time now allowed by
law tbe Court will have disposed of all
the claims presented for adjudication.
This report also contains a statement
of tbe general results of the labors of
tbe Court to date thereof. It is a cause
of satisfaction tbat the method adopt
ed for tbe adjubtmenof the classes of
claims, submitted to tbe Court, which
are of iong standing, and justly en-
titled to early consideration, should
have proved successful and accept
able.

THE NORTHWESTERN BOUNDARY.

It is with satisfaction tbat I am en
abled to state thai, the1 work of the
joint commission for determining the
boundary line between the United
States and British possessions from
the northwest aDgaof the lake of the
woods to tne Kocky Mountains, com-
menced in 1872, has been completed.
The final agreements of couimissiouers
with the maps have been duly signed.
and the work cf the commission is
complete. The fixing of the boundary
upon the Pacific Coast by the protocol
of Marcb 10y 1S73, pursuant to the
awards of the Emperor of Germany by
article XXXIV, ot the treaty of Wash
ington, with the termination of the
work of this commission, adjusts and
fixes the entire boundary between the
United States and the British possess-
ions, except as the "portion of territory
ceded by Russia to the United States
under the treaty of 1SC7. The work
entrusted to commissioners and the
officers of the army attached to the
commission, bas been well and satis
factorily performed. The original of
the final agreement of the commission
era. signed upon the 29th of May, 1876,
with tbe original list of astronomical
stations observed, the original official
list of monuments marking, the inter
national boundary lines, and maps,
records, and general reports, relating
to the Commission have been deposit
ed in the Department of State. The
official report of the Commission on
the part of the United States, with tbe
report of the Chief Astronomer of tbe
Lnited btates, will be submitted to
Congress within a short time.

I reserve for a seperate communica
tion to Congress a statement of the
questions which lately arose with
Great Briiian, respecting tbe surrender
of fugative criminals, nnder the treaty '

of 1845.
TREATY WITH THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE.

The Ottoman government gave no
tice nnder data of January 15, 1874,of
its desire to terminate the treaty of
1862. concernlna commerce and navi
gation, pursuant to the provisions of

the 22d Article thereof. Under this
notice the treaty terminated upon ths
5th day of June 1876. That Govern
ment has invited negotiations towards
the conclusion of a new treaty. By
the act of Congress, Marcb J J, ie4,
the PreKirinnt wm authorized. when he
should receive satisfactoryinformation
that the Ottoman Government or that
of Egypt had organized new tribunals
likely to secure to tue citizens
of the United States the same
imnnrtial iustice enioved nnder the
exercise of judicial functions, by di
plomatic and consular omcers oi me
United States, to suspena tne opera
Hon of the act of June 22d. 1860. and
to accept for the citizens of the United
States, jurisdiction of new triounais.
Satisfactory information having been
received of the organization of such
new tribunals in Egypt, I caused a
proclamation to be issued on Marcb
27th last, suspending the operation of
the act of June 22d, 1860, in Egypt,
according to the p'ovisons of t!--.e act.
A copy of the proclamation accompa
nies tbis Message. rue unitea caies
has united with tbe other powers in tbe
organization of these courts. It is
hoped tbat the jurisdictional questions
which have arisen mav be readily ad
justed, and that the evidence in judi
cal proceedings Were may oe ninaerea
by no obstacles.

OUR TREATY WITH HAWAII,

The necessary legislation to carry
into effect the conditions reSDectim?
commercial reciprocity concluded with
the Hawaiian Islands iu 1S75, having
been had, the proclamation to carry
into effect, the Convention, as provid-
ed by the act approved August 15th,
1866. was dulv issued. ui.on the Tuesday
of September last. A copy thereof ac
companies this message,

OUR NEIGHBORING REPUBLIC.

The commotions which have been
prevalent in Mexico for some time past,
aud which unhappily, seem not yet
wholly quieted, have led to complaints
of citizens of the United States of in
juries by persons in authority. It is
hoped, however, that these will ulti-
mately be adjusted to the satisfaction
of both govei uments. The frontier of
the United States in that quarter has
not been exeiupt from acts of violence
by citizens of one Republic on those of
the other. The frequency of these is
supposed tobe increased, aud their ad
justment made more difficult, by con
siderable changes in tbe course of the
lower part of the Rio Grande River,
which river is a part of the boundary
between the two countries. These
changes have placed on either side of
tbat river portions of land which, by
existing conventions, belong to tbe ju-
risdiction of the government on the
opposite side of the river. The subject
of the adjustment of this cause of dif-
ficulty is under consideration between
the two republics.

SETTLING SOME OLD CLAIMS.
The Government of the United

States of Columbia has paid the award
in the case of tbe steamer Nontija,
eized by tbe authorities of that Gov-

ernment some years since, and the
amount bus been transferred to the
claimants.

It is with satisfaction tbat I am able
to announce that a joint commission
for the adjustment of claims between
the United States and Mexico nnder
tbe convention of 1868, tbe duration
of which bas been several times ex-
tended, bas brought its labors to close.
From the report of the agent of the
Uuited States which accompanies tbe
papers transmitted herewith, it will be
seen that within the time limited by
tbe commission, one hundred and sev
enteen claims on the part of citizens
of the United States against Mexico
were referred to the commission. Of
these claims, eight hundred and thirty-on- e

were dismissed or disallowed, and
in one hundred aud eighty-si- x cases
awards were made in favor of claim-
ants against tbe Mexican Republic,
amounting in the aggregate to $4,125,-62- 2

20. Within tbe same period, nine
hundred and ninety-eigh- t claims on
the part of citizens of the Mexican
Republic against tie United States
Government were referred to the Com-
mission, aud of these claims, eight
hundred and thirty-on- e were dismissed
or disallowed, and in one hundred and
sixty seven cases awards were made in
favor of the United States, amounting
in tbe aggregate to ?laU,4JS.41. Jiy
the terms of the Convention, the
amount of these awards is to be de-

ducted from the amount awarded in
favor of our citizens against Mexico,
and the balance only to be paid by
Mexico to the United States to make
provisions for their proportion of the
awards in favor of its own citizens.
invite your attention to the legislation
wLiqbwilI be necessary to provide for
their payment.

A GOOD WORD FOR THORNTON.

In this connection I am pleased to be
able to express the acknowledgements
due to Sir Ed ward-Thor- n ton, the Um
pire of the Commission, who bas given
to the consideration of a large unmber
of claims submitted to him, much time,
unwearied patience, and tbat fairness
and intelligence, which are well known
to belong to the accomplished repre-
sentative of Great Britain, and which
are likewise recognized by the repre-
sentative inthi-- country of the. Repub-
lic of Mexico.

CLAIMS AGAINST. VENEZUELA.
Monthly payments of a very (small

part of the amount dne by the Govern-
ment of Venezuela to the citizens ot
the United States, on account of tbe
claims of the latter against that Gov-
ernment, continue to be made with
reasonable punctuality. That Govern-
ment has proposed to change tbe sys-
tem which it baa hitherto punned in
this respect, by issuing bonds for part
of the amount of tbe several claims.
Tbis proposition, however, eonld not, it
is supposed, properly be accepted, at
least without the consent of tbe bold-er- a

of certificates of the indebtedness
of Venezuela. These are so much dis-
persed tbat it would be difficult, if not
impossible, to ascertain their disposi-
tion on the subject.
A WORD ABOUT NATURALIZATION AND

EXPATRIATION.
. In former messages I nave called tha J

uwuuuu vl isuugicBs to ine necessity
of legislation with regard to fraudulent
naturalization and to the subject of
expatriation, and tha election of na
tionality. Tbe nunioers oi persons of
InroXcm htrth CPpkitlff M hnm in tha
United States, the ease and facility J

with which tbe honest emigrant may.
after the lapse of a reasonable time, j

become possessed of all tbe pnyilegea

of citizenship of the United States, and
the frequett occasions which induce
such adopted citizens to return to the
country of their birth, renders the
subject of naturalization and safe
guards, which experience has proved
necessary for tbe protection of the
honest naturalized citizens of para
mount importance. Tue very suuplie
ity in the requirements of law on this
question, afford opportunity for fraud,
and the want of uniformity in the pro-
ceedings and tbe records of the various
courts, and in the forms of tbe certifi
cates of naturalization issued, affoid a
constant source of difficulty. I suggest

SO ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
to the acquistion of citizenship beyond
those now existing, but I invite the
earnest attention of Congress to the
necessity and wisdom of some provis
ions regarding uniformity in the reo
ords and certificates, and providing
against tbe irauds which frequently
take place, aud for the vacating of a
record of naturalization obtained in
fraud.

These provisions are needed in aid
and for the protection of the honest
citizen of foreign birth, and for tbe
want of which he is made to suffer not
unfreqnently. Tbe Uuited States have
insisted upon the right of expat riacia
tion, and have obtained, after a long
struggle, ai. admission of the principle
contended for,-b-y acqniesence therein
on the part of many foreign powers
and by theconclus on of duties on tbat
subject, it is, however, but justice to
the government to which such natural
ized citizens have formerly owed al
legiance as well as to tbe Uuited States,
tbat certain

FIXED AND DEFINATK RULES
should be adopted governing such
cases, and providing how expatriation
may be accomplished wbile emigrants
Id large numbers become citizens of
the United States. It is also true that
persons both native born and natural
ized, once citizens of the Lnited States,
either by formal acts, or the effect of
a series of facts and circumstances.
abandon their citizenship, and cease
to be eutilied to the protection of tbe
Lnited States, but continue on eonve
uient occasions to assert claims to pro
tection.
FOREIGN MARRIAGES OF AMERICAN

CITIZENS.
Iu the absence of provisions on these

questions, and in this connection, I
acain invite vour attention to the ne- -

riatraa rf American citizen! r.nntrnntp
abroad, and concerning the status of
American women who marry foreign
ers, and of children born of American

The delicate and comolicated mips
tions continually occurring with refer- -

nni ta the natiiralizAlicn pTrnf rint inn
and status of such persons as have
nliove been referred to. induce ma tn
earnestly direct your attention again to
these suojecrs. in a use manner 1 re
nont inv recommendation tliaf astmo
means be provided for the bearing and
determination oi ine just and subsist
intr claim of aliens UDOn the envprn
meutof the United States, within a
reasonable limitation, and of snoli a
may hereafter arise, wbile by existing
provisions of law the Court of Claims
may be in eeitain cases resorted to,i t : -- ; a. m toy an aiieu ciuimnuu Aueansenceof
any general provisions governing all
such cases, and the want of a tribunal
skilled in tbe disposition of such eases
upon recognizeu. nxea and settled
nrinciDles. either provides no remp.lv
in many

.j,
deserving
.? . cases, or. compels. a

consideration oi sucn ciaima r i nn.
gress or the executive departments of
tbe government.

It is believed tbat tbe other Govern
ments are in advance of tbe United
States upon this question, and tbat the
practice now adopted is entirelv nnunt
isfactory.

THE STATE OF COLORADO.
CoDeress. bv an act annroved tha ia

3 . r t . . .
oi aiarcn, 10 o, autuonzed tbe inhab-
itants of tha Territorv nf r!nlnn
form a State Government, with the
name of the State of Colorado, and
therein provided for the admission of
saia Di&ie, wnen ionued, into the
Union, upon an equal footing with the
original saiuies, a constitution having
been adopted and ratified by the peo
ple ui iiiai oiaie, ana ine acting Gov-
ernor havimr certified to mp tha ff.as provided by said act. toc-Pt- t lpp with
acopyoi sucu constitution and orii
nances as provided ior in tbe said act,
and the provisions of tbe act of Con
ersss bavin? been dnlv comntiasl with
I issued a proclamation upon the first
oi august, 18 d, a copy of which is
hereto annexed.

THE ARMY.

The report of the Secretary of War
snows that tbe army bas been actively
employed during tbe year in subduing,
at tbe request of the Indian Bureau.
certain wild bands of the Sioux Indian
nation, and in preserving peace at the
South during the election.

A commission was constituted, under
the act of July 24, 1876, to consider
and report on the whole subject of re
form and organization of the whole
army, iu August last, and bas collected
a large mass of statistics and opinions
bearing on the subject before it. These
are new under consideration, and their
report is progressing. I am advised.
though, by the president of the com-
mission, tbat it will be imp-actica-

to comply with the clause, of the act
requiring a report to be presented
through me to Congress on the first
day of tbis session, as there bas not
been time for tbat mature deliberation
which tbe importance of tbe subject
demands. Therefore, I ask tbat the
time of making tbe report be extended
to tbe 29th day of January. 1877.

In accordance with tbe regulation of
August 15, 1876, the army regulatioos
prepared nnder tho act of Marcb 1,
1875, nave not been promulgated, but
are held until after tbe report of
the above mentioned commission shall
have been' received and acted upon.

By the act of August la, 1876. tbe
cavalry force of the army was increas-
ed by 2,500 men. with a proviso tbat
they should be discharged on tbe ex-
piration of the hostilities. Under this
authority tbe cavalry regiment- - bav4
been strengthened, and a portion oi
them are now in tbe field, panning tbe
remnant of the Indians, with whom
they have been engaged during tbe
summer.
THB ESTIMATES OF THE WAR

an mad op on the basis of tbe num-
ber of men authorized by law and
their requirements, as shown by years

of experience, aud alsc wi.h the pur-
pose of a part of the Bureau officers to
provide for all contingencies that may
arise during the time r which the et
tunnies are made, exclusive of bngi
neer's estiiua't-s- . presented in accord
ance with the Acts of Cofsress caillrg
for surveys and estimate for improve
ujt-nt- s at the various localities. These
estimates uow presenif l are about 6,
000,000 in excess of !' appropriations
for the years lb4-- u aud l5j-- b.

This increase is asked, in crJer to pro
vide for the increased cavalry force,
should their services be necessary to
prosecute the war, ror economical work
on important public buildings, to pro
vide for armament of fortifications
and tbe manufacture of small arms,
and to replenish the working stock in
the supply departments.

The appropriations for these last
named have for the past few years
been so limited that the accumulations
in store will be cctirtlv exhausted
during the present year, and it will be
necessary to at one" Lg:n o replenish
them.

WAR CLAIMS.
I invite your specml attention to the

iniioMiiig recommendations of the Sec
retary of War:

First That the claims under the act
of July 4, 1SC4. for suDohes taken bv
the army during the war, be removed
iruin tue omces of Quartermaster and
Commissary Geoerals and transferred
to tbe Southern Claims Commission
These claims are of precisely similar
uature to those now before the South
ern Claims Commission, and tbe War
Department Bureaus have not the cler
ical force for their examination, nor
proper machinery for investigating the
loyalty oi the claimants.

Second That Congress sanctiou the
scheme of an annuity fund for the
benefit of the families of deceased offi
cers, and that it also provide for the
permanent organization of the regular
service, ootu oi which were reconi
mended in my last annual message.

Third That the manufacturing op
erations of the Ordinance Department
oe concentrated at tbree Arsenals, and
an Armory, and that the remaining
Arsenals be sold, and tbe proceeds ap-
plied to this object by tbe Ordinance
Department.
RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

The appropriations for River and
Uurbor improvements for the current
year were $5,015,000. With my ap
provai tue Secretary of War directed
tbat cf this e mount, 2,000,000 should
be expended, and no new works should
be begun and none prosecuted, which
were not of National importance. Sub
sequently, tbis amount was increased
to $2,237, 600. and the works are now
progressing on this basis.

Tbe improvement o: the south pass
of tbe Mississippi river, under James
B. Eads and bis associates, is progress
ing favorably. At the present time
there is a channel of 20 3 10 feet in
depth, between the jetties of the moutb
of tbe pass, and 13 12 feet at tbe head
ot the pass. Neither channel, bow- -

ever, bas the width required before
payments can be made by the United
States. A commission of Engineer of-
ficers is now examining these Works,
and their report will be presented as
soon as received.

THE NAVY.

The report of the Secretary of the
Navy shows that brunch of the service
to be in a condition as effective as it is
possible to keep it, with the means and
appropriations given the Department.
It is, of course, impossible to rival tbe
costly and progressive establishments
of Great European powers with tbe
oid material of our navy, to which no
increase has been authorized since the
war, except eight small cruisers, built
to supply the place of others which
had gone to decay ; yet the most bas
been done tbat was possible with tha
means at command, and by substan-
tially rebuilding some of our old ships
with durable material and completely
repairing and refitting our monitor
fleet. The navy has been gradually so
brought up tbat though it does not
maintain its relative position among
tbe progressive navies of the world, it
is now in a condition

MORE POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE
than it bos ever been iu time of peace ;

the complete repairs to our five heavy
ironclads are only delayed on accouut
of the inadequacy of the appropriations
made last year for the working bureaus
of the Department, which were actu-
ally less iu amount than those made
before the war. notwithstanding the
greatly enhanced price of labor aud
materials and tbe increase in the cost
of the naval service growing out of tbe
universal use and great expense of
steam machinery.

Ihe money for these repairs should
be provided at once, tbat they may be
completed, without further unnecessa-
ry delay and expense. When this is
done all tbe strength tbat there is in the
navy will be developed and useful to
us full capacity, and all will be power
ful for the purpose of defense, and also
for offensive action, should a necessity
for tbat arise, within a reasonable dis
tance from our shores. The fact that
our navy is not more modern and pow
erful than it fa, has been made a cause
of complaint against the Secretary ot
tht. navy by persons who, at the same
time, criticise and complain of his en
deavors to bring the navy that we have
to its best and most efficient condition.
but the good sense of the country will
understand that it is really to his prac
tical action that we have at this time
any effective navy force at command.

POSTAL MATTERS.

The report of the Postmaster Gen
eral shows the excess of expendi'nres.
(excluding expenditures on account of
previous years, over receipts for the
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1876), to
De?4,l3l,ut8.06. Tbe estimated ex
penditures for the fiscal year ending
June.iUth, 1578, are 3C,723,432.42;
estimated revenue for the same period
is $30,645,165.00: leaving ou estimated
excess of expenditures to he appropri
ated as a deficiency of 55,078,267.43.

lbe .Postmaster General, like bis
predecessor, is convinced that a change
in the basis of adjusting the salaries of
postmasters of tbe fourth class is nee
essary for the good of tbe service, as
well as for tbe interests of the Gov
ernment, and urgently recommends
that the compensation of the class of
postmasters above mentioned be based
upon the business of their respective
omces, as ascertained from the sworn
returns to the Auditor, of stamps can
celled.

A few postmasters in tbe Southern
States have expressed great apprehen
sions of their personal safety on ae
count of their connection with the
postal service, aud have specially re
quested that their reports of appre
hended danger should not be made
public lest it should result in the lots
of their lives, lut no positive testi
mony or interference has been submit
ted except in the ease of a mail mes
senger at Spartanburg in South Caro
lina, who reported tbat be had been
violently driven away while in charge
of tbe mails, on accouut of bis pohti
cal affiliations. An Assistant Superin
tendent of tbe railway mail service in
vestigated tbis ease and repored that
tbe messenger bas disappeared from
his post, leaving bis work to be per
formed by a substitute. The Post
master General thinks this ease is suf
fieiently suggestive to justify bitn in
recommending that- - a more sever
punishment should be provided for the
offense of assaulting any person in
charge of mails, or of retarding or
otherwise obstructing them by threats
of any personal injury.

A very gratifying result Is presented
in the fact that the deficiency of this
department during the last fiscal year
was reaucea to n,soi,au.oi u iguiui

.169.938.86 for the preceding year.
The difference ran be traced to the
large increase in its ordinary receipts,
which greatly exceeded the estimates
therefrr. and a slight decrease in its
expenditures. Tbe ordinary receipts
of tbe Postoffiee Department for the
seven fiscal years have increased at an
average of over eight per cent, per an-

num, while the increase of expendi-
tures for the same period bas been
about five fifty per cent, per annum,
and tbe decrease of deficiency in the
revenues bas been at toe rate of nearly
two per cent, per annum. .

AGRICULTURE.
The repcrt of the Commissioner of

Agrietlture, accompanying this uses
sage, wiil be found one of great inter
est, inarsjcg, as it does, the great pro-
gress of the last century, the increase
or tne proatice of the soil, and of
knowledge aud skill in the labor of
producing, saving and miiipnhting
the same to prepare them for the use
of uitfc; i: the improvements iu ma
chinery to aid the agriculturist in bis
labors, and in the knowledge of those
scientific subjects necessary to a thor-
ough system of eet nomy in agricultur-
al product ions, namely: Chemisty, Bo-
tany, and Etymology. Tbis report,
those interested in agriculture and de
riving their support from it, will find
of value iu pointing out those articl. s
which are raised in poiuting out those
articles which are raised in greater
quantity than the needs of the world
require, ai d must fell therefore for
less tlau the cost of production, and
those which command a profit over thecost of production lx cause there is notau over production. I call special at-t- .

ntion to the ueed of tbe Departmentlet a new gallery for the reception of
the exhibits returned from the Centen-
nial Exhibition, including the exhibitsdonated by very many foreitm nations,
and to the recommendations of the
Coiuuussoner of Agriculture generally.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
The reports of the District Commiss

loners and the Board of Health are just
received, too late to read them and to
make recommendations thereon, andare herewith submitted.

THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.
held at Philadelphia tbis year in com-
memoration of the one hundredth an
niversary of American independence,
has proved a great success and will no
doubt be of enduring advwntage to tbecountry. It has shown great progress
in the arts, sciences, and mechanical
skill made ia a single century, and de-
monstrated tbat we are but little be
tind the oldest nations in any one
branch, while in some we scarcely havt
a rival. It bas served, too, not only to
bring the people and products cf skill
and labor from all parts of the world
together, but in tbe bringing together
people from all sections of the country
which must prove a great benefit in
tbe information imparted aud the pride
of the country engendered.

It bas been suggested by scientists
interested in and connected with tbe
Smithsonian institution, in a commu-eatio- n

herewith submitted, tbat the
government exhibit be removed to the
capital and a suitable building be
erected or purchased for its accommo
dation as a permanent exhibitiou. I
earnestly recommend this, believ
ing that Congress would second this
view, I directed that all government
exhibits at tbe Centennial Exhibition
should remain where they are as exhib
its might be injured by remain-
ing in a building not intended as a pro-
tection in inclement weatber, or such
as may be wanted by tbe de Dart ment
furnishing them, until tbe question of
permanent exhibition is acted on.
Although the moneys appropriated by
Congress to enable the participation of
the several executive departments in
the International Exhibition of 1S76,
were not sufficient to carry out tbe
undertaking to tbe full extent at first
contemplated. It gives me pleasure to
refer to the very efficient and credit
able manner in which the Board, ap
pointed Irom these several depart-
ments, to provide an exhibition on the
part of the government, have dis-
charged their duties with the funds
placed at their command. Without a
precedent to guide them in tbe prep-
aration of such a display, tbe success
of their labors was amply attested by
the sustained attention which the
contents of the Government Building
attracted during the period of the Ex
hibition, from both foreign and native
people.

I am strongly impressed with the
value of the collection made by the
government for the purposes of the
exhibition, lllustratme as it does the
general resources of tbe country, the
statistical and practical evidences of
our growth as a nation, and tbe uses
of the mercantile arts and tbe appli-
cations of applied science in tbe admin
istration of the affairs of tbe govern-
ment. Many nations have voluntarily
eontribited their exhibits to the United
States to increase t le interest in any
permanent exhibition that Congress
may provide for. For this act of gen-
erosity they should receive the thanks
of the people, and I respectful'y sog
gest tbat a resolution of Congress to
that effect be adopted.

THE PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST.
The attention of Congress cannot be

too earnestly called to tbe necessity of
throwing some greater safeguard over
the method of choosing and declaring
the election of a President. Under tbe
present system there seems to be no
provided remedy for contesting tbe
election iu any one State. The reme
dy is partially.no doubt, in tbe eolight

enment of the electors, theeompulsorysupport of the free school, and thefracchisement of all who cannot-- readand write the English language aftera fixed probation, and would meet mvhearty approval. Iwoold not make thisapply.however to tho already votersbut 1 would to all becouiimsoaftertm
expiration of the probation fixed upon.
Foreigners coming to the country tobecome citizens, who are educated iu
their own language, would arqniie therequisite knowledge of ours duringtue
neecesar residence to obtain naioral
zaticn. If they did not tan enough
interest hi our language to acquire a
sufficient knowhdge of It to enalle
them to study tbe institutions and laws
of tbe country intelligently. 1 would
not confer upon them the right to
make such laws, nor to select those
who do.

SANTO DOMINGO.
I append to this message, for conve-

nient rvtVreuee, a ftynopxts of adminis-
trative events, aud of all recommenda-
tions to Congress made by me during
tbe last seven years. Time may show
some of these recommendations not to
have been wisely conceived, but I be-
lieve tbe larger part will be no discred-
it to the administration. Ooa of these
r. commendations met with united op-
position of one political party in tbe
Senate, with a strong opposition from
tbe other, namely : The treaty for the
annexation of Santo Domingo to tbe
United States, to which I shall especial-
ly refer, maintaining, as I do, that If
mv views had hpen MinMiim In ili
country would beJn a more Drosperoos
condition to day, both politically and
financially. Santo Domingo Is fertile,
and upon its soil may be grown Just
those tropical products of which the
United States use so much, and which
are produced or prepared for market
now by slave labor almost exclusively,
namely: sugar, coffee, dye woods, ma-
hogany, tropical fruits, tobacco, etev
About seventy-tir- e per eetL of tbe ex-
ports of Cuba are consumed in the
United States. A large percentage of
the exports of Brazil also find tbe same
market. These are paid for almost
exclusively in roiu, legislation, partie
ularly in Caba, being unfavorable to a
mutual exchange of tbe products of
each country. Flour shipped from the
Mississippi River to Havana can paea
by the very entrance to the eity ow its
way to a portion of Spain, then pays a
duty fixed upon articles to be

transferred to a Spanish vessel
and brought back almost to the point
of starting, paying a second duty, and
still leave a profit over what would be
received by direct shipment. All that
is produced in Cuba could be produced
in Santo Domingo, being a part of tbe
United States. Commerce between tbe
Island and tbe main land would be
free. There would be no export duties
on ber shipments nor import duties on
those coming here. There would be no
import duties upon tbe supplies, machi-
nery, etc., going from the Statea The
effect tbat would have been produced
upon Cuban commerce with these ad-
vantages to America, is observable at
a glance. Tbe Cuban question would
have been settled long ego in favor of
'Free Cuba;" hundreda of American
vessels would now be advantageously
used in transporting the valuable woods
and other products of the soil of the
Island tc a market, and in carrying
supplies and emigrants to It. Tbe
Island is but sparsely settled, while it
has an area sufficient for the produc-
tive employment of several millions of
people. Tbe soil would have soon
fallen to the hands of the United Statea
capitalists. The products are so valu-
able in commerce that emigration
there would have been encouraged.
Tbe emancipated race of tbe South
would have 'ound there a congenial
home where their civil rights would
not be disputed, and where their labor
would be sought after, and tbe poorest
among them would have found means
to go there in cases of great oppression
and cruelty such as have been practiced
upon them in many places within tbe
last eleven years. Whole communities
would have sought refuge in Santo
Domingo. I do not suppose the whole
race named would have gone, nor Is it
desirable tbat they should go. Tbeir
labor is desirable,indispens ible almost,
where they are now ; but tbe posses-
sion of this territory woold have left
the negro master of tbe situation by
enabling him to demand his right at
home on Da in of aeeklmr tham ala.
w lere.

I do not present these views now as
a recommendation for a renewal of tbe
subject of annexation, but I do refer
to it to viudicate my previous action
iu regard to it.

Wit h the present Congress my official,
life terminates. It is not probable that
public affairs will ever again receive at-

tention from me, further than as a
citizen ot the reoublie, always taking
deep interest in the honor and integrity
and prosperity of the whole land.

(Signed) U. S. GRANT,
Executive Mansion. December 5, 1876.
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